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which for so many ages were preserved by oral tra-
duction, and were called the precepts of Noah, had
no sufficient effect upon them to prevent that hated
sin of idolatry, no, not even while he was alive.

It is worth observing here indeed, were it not too
grave for your reading, how effectually Noah, by the
horrid defection of his own morals in that one act of
drunkenness, I say how effectually he shut the door
against the force of all his own future instructions:
he was till then, indeed, a preacher of righteousness,
and had been so to the antediluvian world for near
six hundred years ; but after that, he might preach
indeed if he would, but what regard would he obtain,
when the debauched instructer had exposed himself
by his drunkenness to the ridicule instead of the
reverence of his posterity, and when the drunken
monitor, by his own practice, had rendered his in-
structions fruitless and ridiculous ?

How justly might they bid him hold his tongue,
and go and reform his life, before he pretended to
instruct them! bid him first learn the precepts he
taught, and show them, by his example, what it was
he would have them practise! how might they
upbraid him with exhorting them to be sober, while
he went drunk to bed! exhorting them to modesty
and virtue, while he appeared in the most scandalous
manner, lying drunk in his tent, and his nakedness
exposed to the banter and impious jest of his grand-
son Ham!

How must it cover his face with blushes, to find
he had dishonoured, by his example, the doctrine of
sobriety which he had preached to his children, who
were thereby brought to mock him, rather than to
listen to him, and to make ballads of him, rather
than copy his precept for their imitation!

But. I say, this is a subject too solemn for the age,
and you will presently tell me I am going to write a
comment upon the ninth chapter of Genesis. So I